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OLDE CROW GENERAL STORE
VETERANS GETTOGETHER

The Olde Crow General Store was the place to be on April 2 when about 100 veterans, their families,
and local citizens stopped by to chat and have a bite to eat. Store owner, Damon Helton, is usually
closed on Saturday, but he opened the store to host the event, which was well attended and lasted
until late afternoon. The AFF co-hosted the event and signed up six new members. Several were
assigned cycles and had a short test ride at the Highway 9 and 5 junction. The Akansa Chapter of
the DAR provided various desserts, and Harry Tickle was the BBQ master offering up delicious pulled
pork BBQ. A good time was had by all. Thanks to everyone who came out and helped make the get
together a real success!




NORTHWEST ARKANSAS BIKE & HIKE
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About 40 people showed up for the Northwest Arkansas Bike and Hike, a testament to the activities of
the AFF. It was a great day, with the AFF signing up 5 new members and assigning bikes, while
Hiking Director Mickey Spillane led two different hikes.

The AFF programs are making a difference. Two members upgraded from hand cycles and tadpoles
to two-wheel bikes showing that you don't give up and you can reach your goals. The AFF also
picked up a new contact for members in NWA.

Drew Suchanek has agreed to come on and help Ben Dykes with member events in the
area. Welcome Drew! AFF Members in the Northwest part of the state should contact these guys
with questions or concerns and new members.



2016 ADVENTURE HIKING PROGRAM

The Arkansas Freedom Fund Adventure Hiking Program  's mission is to promote wellness,
improve physical fithess, and contribute to a healthy spirit and mind for all participants while exploring
the great outdoors. We accomplish these objectives by providing scheduled hiking and outdoor
activities led by experienced outdoorsmen and women. All AFF Members, families, and friends are
invited to participate in one, some or all of the hikes. Planned Hikes in 2016 will be on the
SECOND Saturday of every month between April and October . Adventurers are asked to bring
appropriate clothing for the weather, a beverage of choice and sturdy boots or shoes. Suggested
items include: a camera, hiking poles, first aid kit and a compass.  All hikes will start at 0900 hrs
except the Ponca trip to see the Elk which will meet at 1500 hrs on the 8th of October. Happy Hiking!

14 MAY 2016 (0900 hrs) 10 SEP 2016 (0900 hrs)

Pinnacle Mountain State Park Base Tralil Central Arkansas Nature Center, LR River Trail
(0900 at the

11 JUN 2016 (0900 hrs) Arkansas Nature Center)

Seven Hollows Trail (Petit Jean State Park)
22 OCT 2016 (1600 hrs)

9 JULY 2016 (0900 hrs) Ponca Elk Education Center Visitor Center,
Lake Catherine State Park, Falls Branch Trail Address: AR-43, Ponca, AR 72670
(Camp Ground Trail Head)

STANDBY TRAILS
13 AUG 2016 (0900 hrs) In the event a Park Closes we will change to the
Devil's Den State Park, Fossil Flats Tralil Mount Nebo State Park, Rim Trail (0900 at the Mt
(Visitor's Center) Nebo Visitor Center) OR

Pfeifer Loop Trail at Burns Park will become the
default trail (meet 0900 at the NLR side of the Big
Damn Bridge)



